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Every day, Second Harvest receives many messages 
like this one: 

Struggle is no stranger to those we serve. Recently, we 
helped a mom desperate to find food for her children. 
Because her need was urgent, we not only directed 
her to food distributions scheduled in her area, we 
also prepared an emergency food box for her family. 
Next, we introduced her to our new, user-friendly 
“Find a Food Pantry” website tool, and connected her 
with 10 Second Harvest partner pantries close to her.

Food is our most basic need. With a network of more 
than 130 partner agencies and other community 
partners; mobile pantries; and specific programs 
serving children and seniors, Second Harvest can 
quickly respond to and assist our neighbors during 
their most vulnerable and frightening moments. 

Helping our neighbors in need — families, children, 
homeless veterans, college students, low-income 
seniors — IT’S WHAT WE DO.

Visit our Facebook page to see what our clients and 
partner agencies are saying about Second Harvest: 
bit.ly/3Ad5Gw2

Locals Feeding Locals

“Are there any food distributions 
today? I could really use some food for 
my kids, please.”

Follow us 
on Social 
Media

@secondharvestofthebigbend

@secondharvestBB

@secondharvestbb

ASHBB secondharvest



In this issue of Full Plate Press, you’ll learn more about our neighborhood-level 
food distributions, part of Second Harvest’s Mobile Pantry Program.

If you’re not familiar with mobile pantries, they are “pantries on wheels” funded 
by grants and donations which allow us to load up a Second Harvest truck with 
nutritious food and distribute it directly to clients in under-served communities.

Between 100 and 1,000 households will typically receive food at a mobile 
pantry, including dry and canned goods, fresh produce, and frozen meat. Mobile 
pantries are conducted with existing partner agencies, or in collaboration with 
another nonprofit or human services organization.

Benefits of Mobile Pantries 
Besides offering the flexibility of delivery, mobile pantries offer an effective and 
efficient way of distributing food and maintaining an atmosphere of dignity. A 
mobile pantry also serves some very specific needs:

• Targets under-served areas and builds community by removing barriers to 
access and expanding capacity.

• Takes food directly to clients in a timely manner with a farmer’s market-
style distribution. This encourages greater interaction between volunteers 
and clients, allowing them to share recipes, family traditions, and life stories.

• Provides the opportunity for religious and charitable organizations to 
partner with local governments, businesses, and universities to manage 
the distribution. A one-time distribution can develop into a long-term 
partnership to provide necessary services in the community.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Second Harvest quadrupled our mobile 
pantries — averaging 40 per month — to help meet the demand for increased 
food assistance. We’ve also adapted our mobile pantry model to ensure a safe, 
no-contact distribution process for clients.

None of the work we do, including mobile pantries, would be possible without 
your support. During the past 18 months, we have been challenged like never 
before. Moving forward, we will continue to adapt and ensure flexibility in our 
food distribution model to best serve our neighbors in need. Thank you for 
standing with us!

Sincerely,

Monique Van Pelt, 
Chief Executive Officer

What Are Mobile Pantries?

A Message From the CEO

None of the work we 
do, including mobile 

pantries, would be 
possible without 

your support. 

Don’t 
Forget the 
CARES Act!

Did you know that the government’s COVID-19 relief 
bill provides some tax relief for individual donors? 
You may be able to claim a $300 deduction for 
your Second Harvest gift — and you don’t even 
need to itemize on your 2021 tax return to get it.



November 17 
WTXL Turkey Drive 

November 20 
Thanksgiving  
Food Distribution

December 18 
Winter Holiday  
Food Distribution

The Difference Your Gifts Are Making: Stories of Hope

Ken and his wife are Tallahassee residents and live in Killearn 
Estates. He is 65, and before the COVID-19 pandemic, he had 
never been unemployed.

“It just blows me away that Second Harvest is distributing food 
in my neighborhood. This helps us so much with our grocery bill, 
especially the pantry items. Your food distributions are one of 
the things we are most grateful for and look forward to. We have 
experienced first-hand how you are helping people, and I will be 
donating to the food bank when I’m employed again.”

Neighborhood Outreach in Marginalized and 
Vulnerable Communities 
With your support, Second Harvest expanded mobile pantries 
to include focused, neighborhood-level food distributions to 
serve marginalized communities. Utilizing a holistic approach, 
we collaborate with more than 15 non-profits and social service 
agencies to provide information about essential services 
available to clients. Partners include City of Tallahassee Utilities, 

Whole Child Leon, Florida Department 
of Children & Families, CareerSource 
Capital Region, Big Bend AHEC, Legal Aid 
Foundation, and many others.

We met Joveda, a single mom, during a 
Second Harvest food distribution event in 
her neighborhood, an affordable housing 
complex for low-income individuals. 
Joveda is legally blind and is on disability. 
She lives with her 21-year-old daughter 
and three-year-old granddaughter.

Joveda and her daughter both 
contracted COVID-19 during the 
pandemic and were hit hard,  
enduring two-week hospital stays  
and requiring respirators.

Since her recovery, Joveda has 
appreciated receiving frozen meats, 
fresh produce, and dry food boxes from 
Second Harvest. In addition to cooking 
for her immediate family, she enjoys 
sharing prepared foods to help seniors in 
her complex.

“It’s been a 
wonderful thing. 
I cook meals for 
two households; 
mine and also 
for a neighbor 
who takes 
care of her 
grandkids.”

Mark Your Mark Your 
  Calendar!  Calendar!

“Right now we are very 
income-focused. My 

wife is still employed, 
but her salary covers 

just the basics. There’s 
nothing left over for 

the grocery bill or 
unplanned expenses.”

“People don’t 
understand how 
blessed they are. I 
want to say ‘thank 
you’ to Second 
Harvest for your 
big hearts.”

Did You Did You 
Know?Know?

For every dollar donated, Second 
Harvest can provide up to four 
meals to our neighbors in need.
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Our Vision: A hunger-free Big Bend region.

Our Mission: The Mission of Second Harvest of 
the Big Bend is to advance change by feeding 
the hungry and educating and engaging the 
community in the fight to end hunger.

PLEASE GIVE TODAY Call 850-562-3033 or visit fightinghunger.org
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It’s no wonder we chose Kikoda 
as a recent volunteer group 
of the month! We felt the love 
as their amazing team led a 
food drive, volunteered at the warehouse, and 
conducted a month-long fundraiser to benefit the 
food bank!

"We strongly believe in giving back to the 
community whenever possible. With a growing 
population of income-limited seniors, families, 
and children that struggle with hunger in our 
community, those who can support, should support. 
Volunteering matters — it helps us connect with each 
other, gain a sense of purpose, learn new skills, and 
teaches us all the importance of community."

Since 2012, Lott’s 
Community Garden 
has donated 104,495 
pounds of fresh produce 
to Second Harvest. With 
tremendous volunteer 
support and a generous, 
three-year grant from 
Bank of America, our 
collaboration with Lott’s 
Community Garden will 
continue and grow!

GIVING BACK 
IS PERSONAL

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS

Your recurring gift provides predictable 
income for Second Harvest. This is 
important because it enables our leadership 
to plan more effectively for the long term 
and helps sustain us when the unexpected 
happens. A recurring gift option is 
convenient for you, and also helps decrease 
our operating costs — a win-win! You can 
quickly and easily set up monthly, quarterly, 
and annual recurring donations on our 
website at fightinghunger.org/donate-now.

Your legacy gift provides a promise of future 
funding for Second Harvest and allows you 
to leave a powerful philanthropic legacy, 
or memory, of your life after you are gone. 
Legacy gifts can easily be made through 
your will or other estate arrangements with 
the help of your financial planner. In addition 
to offering some significant tax advantages 
for your beneficiaries, your planned gift 
also can fund particular programs of your 
choosing, expand an endowment, or 
contribute to a capital project.

Want to learn more about legacy giving 
opportunities with Second Harvest? 

Please email James McGowan at  
james@fightinghunger.org to start the 

conversation. Also, watch your email 
for updates about free estate planning 

seminars we will offer soon.

Have You Considered a 
Recurring Gift or  
Legacy Donation?

Planned Giving:  
A Promise for the Future

Your ImpactVolunteer Impact


